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Canada’s four Atlantic provinces—Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and
Newfoundland & Labrador—face long-term threats to fiscal sustainability. COVID-19 and the
resulting economic downturn has only added to these challenges. Further, they face several risks that
could exacerbate their fiscal challenges in the years ahead and accelerate negative consequences.
This study provides an overview of the fiscal challenges facing the four Atlantic provinces and
identifies sources of precariousness that could put further pressure on public finances in the years
ahead and undermine efforts to achieve sustainability.
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We also show that the Atlantic provinces’ demographic
features will put upward pressure on health-care costs
and downward pressure on labour force participation
rates. Specifically, we show that the four Atlantic provinces
have the four highest shares of people 65 or older in their
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overall population.
We conclude with an analysis of the implications of these
statistics for public finances in the region. The data reveal
some clues as to where the region may need to go to

Click here to read
the full report

