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In February 2018, Catherine McKenna, the federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change,
introduced Bill C-69, the Trudeau government’s proposal for reform to federal environmental assessment
law. Bill C-69 will, among other things, replace the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA
2012) with the new Impact Assessment Act. McKenna claimed the new Act will restore public trust by
increasing public participation in project reviews; create more comprehensive impact assessments
by evaluating environmental, health, social and economic factors and requiring climate change and
gender-based analysis; reduce duplication and red tape by creating a system of one project, one review
with reduced timelines and clearer requirements; and make decisions based on science, evidence and
Indigenous traditional knowledge.
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Discretionary outcomes are not the product of a flawed EA
process but a feature of the concept. The EA process provides
a veneer of adjudication by making it appear as though decisions are rigorous and based upon evidence and criteria, but
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the outcome of each EA is actually a policy decision based
upon a government’s calculation of political pros and cons.
Under C-69, EAs will consider a wider variety of objections
to project approval. It signals government receptiveness to
constituencies hostile to project approvals. According to

Click here to read
the full report

